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TOP D11 POINT WINNERS AT THE ORLANDO NABC
219.22	 Dennis Clerkin		  Bloomington  IN
219.22	 Jerry Clerkin		  Bloomington  IN
84.27	 Douglas	Simson		  Columbus  OH
69.18	 Mary Jane Gladfelter	 Columbus  OH
69.18	 Michael	 Gladfelter	 Columbus  OH
58.02	 Norman	Coombs		 Brookville  IN
55.50	 Matt Granovetter		 Cincinnati  OH
52.35	 Larry Jones		  Pickerington  OH
52.35	 Douglas	Millsap		  Columbus  OH
48.04	 Pamela Granovetter	 Cincinnati  OH
45.77	 Marshall Lewis		  Bloomington  IN
44.46	 Toni Bales		  Pickerington  OH
40.35	 Alex Khrakovsky		  Columbus  OH
39.33	 Anita Torrence		  Bexley  OH
32.15	 Mike Marlin		  Versailles  KY
32.15	 Sandra Marlin		  Versailles  KY
29.51	 A J Stephani		  Cincinnati  OH
24.27	 Judith Auer		  Dublin  OH
24.05	 Kay Beck		  Noblesville  IN
23.96	 Suman Agarwal		  Columbus  OH
23.28	 Cheryl Schneider		 Westerville  OH
22.71	 Douglas	Smith		  Terre Haute  IN
22.60	 Terry James		  Upper Arlington  OH
20.27	 Jerry Premo		  Noblesville  IN
20.03	 Kimberly Music		  Lewis Center  OH
18.76	 Anton Habash		  Oxford  OH
18.76	 Laura Owens		  Loveland  OH
18.02	 John Peer		  Indianapolis  IN
18.02	 James Rowen		  Indianapolis  IN
14.18	 Alice Hovde		  Carmel  IN
14.18	 Bev Olsen		  Carmel  IN
14.00	 Randy Baron		  Louisville  KY
12.88	 Judy Drejer		  Brownsburg  IN
12.16	 Jim Bachelder		  Columbus  OH
11.39	 Gary Thomas		  Noblesville  IN
10.79	 Iris Libby		  Cincinnati  OH
10.62	 Stephen Moese		  West Chester  OH
10.01	 Carolyn Lewis		  Louisville  KY
9.45	 Dallas Moore		  Trotwood  OH
9.45	 Brian Ross		  Charlestown  IN
9.36	 Donna Lynch		  Evansville  IN
8.82	 A Beth Reid		  Louisville  KY
8.11	 Shirley Mueller		  Louisville  KY
7.64	 Frank Collecchia		  Louisville  KY
7.64	 William Toutant		  Louisville  KY
6.42	 Jane Wininger		  Fort Myers  FL
6.10	 Pam Campbell		  Fairfield  OH
6.10	 Stacy Vanstone		  West Chester  OH
5.58	 Jon Brissman		  Indianapolis  IN
5.42	 Robert Monks		  Dublin  OH
5.41	 Robert Roark		  Cincinnati  OH
5.03	 Charles Seelbach		  Lexington  KY
4.13	 Patricia Jones		  Pickerington  OH
3.55	 Mary Cordray		  Lancaster  OH
3.55	 Steve Cordray		  Lancaster  OH
3.40	 Eric Schulz		  Reynoldsburg  OH
3.40	 Mary Schulz		  Reynoldsburg  OH
3.36	 Michael Roberts		  Hilliard    OH
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T he Orlando Committee put on a great NABC. This represented 
one of our “destination” NABCs and folks seemed to enjoy the easy 
access to Disney World and first class accommodations. Others were 
less pleased with Disney meal prices. Our Spring NABCs cater to the 
smaller-scale Midwest cost-consciousness and we continue to sell out 

both types and keep everyone happy some of the time! I stayed an extra day 
to be able to take in Epcot and Disney Hollywood, the two parks right by the 
Dolphin and had a great time acting like a big kid…I resisted wearing mouse 
ears, however. ☺ I also enjoyed a farewell night out with the women of the Board 
at the Taverna Opa where we dined on Greek food family style and SOMEONE 
joined in on the entertainment.
	 Mary Jane and Michael Gladfelter of Columbus won the 0-10,000 Fast 
Pairs held on the second Th/Fri of the NABC. Please read the story of their 
strong comeback to win the event in the Daily Bulletin. Congratulations 
Gladfelters!
		  http://cdn.acbl.org/nabc/2016/03/bulletins/db9.pdf

ONLINE REGIONAL EXPERIMENT
After a promising test in Tampa, the Board authorized Management to continue 
to experiment with holding online events at Regional tournaments, using strict 
guidelines, for a period of two years, and report to the Board of Directors 

thereafter. Basically, Regionals would be authorized to hold events in which 
pairs can participate remotely. The remote locations would be bridge clubs 
where play would be monitored…similar to the way people are now able to take 
online exams at monitored locations. All pairs at all locations play the same 
hands at the same time. Other Districts could participate with the permission 
of the host District. The ACBL will track and moderate conflicts. I have rarely 
been as excited by a Board action as I was by this one. By making Regional 
events accessible to our many players who can no longer comfortably travel 
nor, say, play at night, remote monitored play opens a vast new future for our 
League.

ELECTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Bob Heller of District 7 (Southeast) was elected ACBL President for 2017. As 
DD for our second-largest District, Bob and his wife Barbara welcome many 
people from our District to Gatlinburg every year…and they assure us that 
Gatlinburg will go on as always despite the recent tragic events. Merlin Vilhauer 
was re-elected as WBF representative for a three-year term; Nancy Erickson of 
District 22 was appointed as the Nadine Wood Volunteer of the Year; Eldon 
Clayman of District 7 was appointed the Aileen Osofsky Goodwill Member of 
the Year and Eddie Wold appointed the ACBL Honorary Member of the Year.

FINANCE
The 2017 operating budget showing a projected excess of revenue over expenses 
of $234,283 and the 2016 capital budget of $355,750 were received. The budgets 
are not finally approved until the Spring Meeting.
	 The budget includes significant funds to be allocated to FINALLY securing 
the safety and usability of ACBLScore. The Finance Committee recommended 
and the Board concurred that as much of any excess of revenue of expenditure 
as possible be applied to rebuilding the Reserve Fund. Management anticipates 
that, with the help of the new funds from the BBO contract, we will be able to 
contribute $500K over each of the next two years, bringing the reserve up to 
around $6M. 
	 The operating budget reflects a new fee structure for dues, effective 4/1/16, 
increasing new member dues by $10 IF they only join for a year…if they join for 
three years, they reap significant savings and the annual cost is the same as now. 
This is an excellent and long overdue marketing strategy. The ACBL spends big 
bucks on chasing down one-year renewals….this system puts us in line with 
virtually all of the other memberships and subscriptions we all have—a win for 
members and a win for administrative costs—thus a double win for members! 
If you would like to see the complete schedule of dues increases, please let me 
know and I’ll get it to you.
	 The Board took several other actions aimed at both improving Board 
efficiency and saving money. The most important of these was to change the 
END day of the Spring and Summer Board meetings to the day before the 
Board of Governors meeting. Currently, Board Members arrive on the Sunday 
before the NABC and meet Monday through Thursday. As they are required 
to attend the BOG meeting on Sunday morning, their expenses are paid until 
Sunday. Although most Board Members participate in many other meetings 
on Friday and Saturday, that is neither required nor consistent. By changing 
the Board meeting to start on Wednesday (or Thursday if a shorter meeting is 
required), hotel and per diem for both Board and staff are saved for those two 
days. The big hit for Board Members is that they will no longer be able to play in 
the opening weekend events. They are, after all, volunteers and bridge players. 
Nevertheless, the Board adopted this cost-saving measure.
	 A related motion to suggest that meetings should routinely be held to 
three rather than four days did not pass, but the incoming President, Bob Heller, 
has indicated that he will voluntarily do so next year. Days can be reduced by 
restricting the number of Committees that meet face to face and requiring 
them to complete their tasks through electronic means prior to the meeting. 

Another related motion to have the Board permanently shift its Fall meeting 
to headquarters outside Memphis, thus saving staff travel and releasing staff to 
their families for Thanksgiving, also failed, but was sent back to the BOD for 
reconsideration by the BOG. 
	 I sponsored all of these motions and am pleased that this progress was 
made…especially in view of the unlikelihood that the Board Composition 
Committee’s recommendations for reducing Board size will be enacted.

OTHER ACTIONS
The Finance Committee recommended and the Board agreed to rescind the $1 
Special Game surcharge effective 4/16/16 FOR STaCs ONLY. 
	 Both the Wager Women’s KO Teams and the Machlin Women’s Swiss 
Teams were removed from the Summer and Spring NABC schedules respectively, 
due to consistently low participation the last few years. In the Summer, a Wager 
Women’s Pair event was added.
	 A motion to eliminate online points from the Lifetime Masterpoint List 
(the ONLY list on which online points are included) failed. 

A motion to have hand records in NABC+ events be used ONLY in those and 
concurrent national events (e.g., Blue Ribbon and Mini-Blues) passed. This 
ends the practice of using those same hands in Regional events so that all the 
players at the NABC may compare their results to the “big guys”. The request 
from the motion came from those “big guys” who have found a serious cheating 
exposure by those hands being discussed widely. I voted against in a 14-11 vote.
	 Motions to provide subsidies to 3rd and 4th place NAP teams and to 
allow participation of extra B and C teams in the GNT for those Districts with 
a minimum of eight team participation in the District final failed in very close 
votes.
	 A motion to provide live streaming of both BOD and BOG meetings 
failed as far too costly. Other ways to make them accessible are being explored.
	 The experiment currently being conducted of permitting “drop-ins” will 
not allow drop-ins from team events to premier pair events.

A REAL STEP FORWARD FOR BRIDGE EDUCATION
As many of you know, the ACBL formed a separate foundation many years 
ago, to foster bridge education. The ACBL Educational Foundation was formed 
as a 501(c)(3) membership organization (permitting contributions to be tax-
deductible) with the ACBL BOD as its members. three out of nine trustees 
were required to be BOD members and others were elected from the ACBL at 
large. I served as a trustee for six years. It was only able to operate on a small 
volunteer scale, making small grants, collecting most of its funds from ACBL 
fundraisers. At this meeting, the BOD voted to change the EF’s bylaws to permit 
it to be independent of the BOD, seeking a skilled Board and professional staff; 
to raise serious funds; and to truly tackle big bridge education issues. We hope 
that once the remade EF gets going it will be able to handle all the education 
areas currently handled by the ACBL as well as provide major funding to bridge 
projects. 

As most of you know, this is my last report. AJ Stephani takes over January 1st 
and I know he will do a great job—it’s hard not to when you represent the best 
District in the ACBL. ☺ It has been an incredible privilege to serve as your 
District Director for the last nine years. Although the work was tougher than I 
expected, the rewards of learning and friendships have more than made up for 
it. I hope that those of you who I have met through this job will stay in touch 
and that you all continue to both enjoy and work for the future of our glorious 
game.  HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL AND I’LL SEE YOU IN INDY!

Beth

DISTRICT 11
DIRECTOR
A. Beth Reid
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♠  Q T 9 7
♥  A K Q 6 5 2
♦   K 7
♣   K

♠   A J 8 4 2
♥   4 3
♦    J 2
♣   A T 9 3

♠   5
♥  J T 9 7 
♦   A Q 9 3 
♣   8 7 4 2

♠  K 6 3
♥  8
♦  T 8 6 5 4
♣  Q J 6 5 

We are happy to report that the recent Fall Nationals held 
in Orlando was an unqualified success. We won the North 
American Swiss on the last three days of the tournament.
As luck would have it, we won by over a match and a half. 
We actually had the event wrapped up before the last 

round! A first for us in more ways than one.
	 Now most people think you win these National events by playing 
spectacular bridge. Not so, in fact more often than not, you win by playing 
solid bridge, by not making careless mistakes. Below is a hand from the 
event. Imagine you are playing four Spades on the following hand. A Heart 
is led and as North had bid Hearts, it is not much of a stretch to figure the 
lead as a singleton. Well you could win the Heart lead in dummy and take 
the Spade finesse. If it wins you make six! And playing Matchpoints you 
might very well play it that way. But this is imps.

It is always right to count your tricks. That may seem like a setup line for 
a joke. But no, even at the risk of  “abusing the obvious” you should count 
your tricks. So....there are four Spade tricks (King offside), two Club tricks 
and three Heart tricks. That is nine, if trumps break no worse than three-
one. We can be assured of getting a Club ruff in dummy for ten no-brainer 
tricks.
	 The correct line is therefore, win the Heart in dummy, cash the King 
of Clubs, and lead a Spade to the Ace. Then play the Ace of Clubs to pitch a 
Diamond from dummy. Now you can play another trump and the defense 
can only get three tricks no matter what the layout.
	 Indeed, Denny played the hand that way and took no credit for doing 
anything special. At the other table they took the Spade finesse and went 
down in record time. We wrote this hand to illustrate that winning bridge is 
often just playing simply and accurately.   ♣

Suggestions to Improve the Game experience for everyone:
-	 Please discuss each result loudly; the players at the next table will 

benefit from your failures.

-	 Please conduct extensive analysis of the previous hand before 
moving on to the next hand, partner’s play will improve if you point 
out his mistakes at the table!

-	 Always write the contract down before making the opening lead.

-	 The opponents are always looking to improve their game, don’t wait 
for them to ask, give them the benefit of your wisdom now!

-	 Don’t take the directors word for it! You’ve probably been playing as 
long (or longer) than he has been, explain to him why he is wrong!

-	 Remember that cursing expresses your enthusiasm, so don’t hold 
back, tell everyone how you really feel, extra points for alliteration, 
throw in a “cowardly, cretinous curr” or “dastardly, dithering dingbat”

-	 Gloating over a good result is the prerogative of the winner, prolong 
the gloating as much as possible to drive the lesson home for the less 
fortunate.

Food for Thought
▶ ▶ ▶ ▶

Found on the Desk
at a Local Club 

TOURNAMENT
TALES

Jerry & Denny Clerkin 
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D11 GNT Finals - February 25 - 26, 2017

District 11 Grand National Team 2017 Finals (GNT)

Miami Valley Bridge Ctr
4701 Presidential Way 

Dayton, OH 45429
DIRECTIONS: Cincinnati & South: I-75N to I-675 Exit 43 N (Columbus), to Exit 
4B Kettering. Merge right onto 48/Far Hills Ave. Travel 0.9 miles to Whipp Rd.. 
Turn Right on Whipp, proceed 0.6 miles to Marshall Rd. Turn Left, travel 1.6 miles 
to E. David Rd. Turn Right on David, after 0.2 miles turn Right on Presidential Way 
to 4701.

Columbus: I 70W to Exit 44; I-675 South to Exit 7 for Wilmington Pike. Turn 
Right onto Wilmington and travel 1.8 miles to E. David Rd. Turn Left, then 0.7 miles to 
Hempstead Station Rd; Turn left, then 0.3 miles to Presidential Way. Turn Right onto 
Presidential Way to 4701 immediately on your left.
Indianapolis: I-70 E to Exit 44, I-675 South to Exit 7. (Follow above directions 
from Exit 7 onto Wilmington Pike).

Motel: Holiday Inn Express (breakfast incl): 5655 Wilmington Pike, 
Centerville, OH.
937-424-5757. Off  Exit 7, I-675. Ask for Special Rate Code: IL6XR Bridge 
Strategy.

Sat Feb 25, 2017 1:00 PM & TBA
                                                All Teams Play Both Sessions Saturday

Sun Feb 26, 2017 10:00 AM & TBA
Lavish Dayton/MVBC Hospitality plus

Complimentary Buffet between Sessions Sunday

For questions, contact:
          Tom Coyle: 937-416-7079…Stkpikrtom@aol.com  
              & read the flyer: GNT – How It Works in District 11

GNT (Grand National Teams)
How it Works… in District 11

The GNT is an ACBL Wide “grass roots” competition that 
starts at the District level for Teams of 4, 5, or 6 members 
in 4 separate categories that will qualify to determine a 
National Champion in each of these categories, the Finals 
being held at the Summer Nationals each year:   

Championship Flight—Open to anyone

Flight A—For members who have < 6,000 MP’s, each player

Flight B—For members who have <2,500 MP’s, each player

Flight C—Members who are Non LM’s with <500 MP’s, each

(For the 2017 competition, eligibility for each Flight is 
based on the Master Point holding of players as of the ACBL 
August 2016 listing).

Each of the 25 Districts in ACBL will send Teams from each 
of the 4 Flights to compete in the National Finals at the 
Summer Nationals.
In District 11 (Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, West Virginia), the selection process for the 
winner in each Flight will be determined in a competition conducted at Miami Valley 
Bridge Center (Dayton) on February 25 & 26, 2017.  Teams of 4, 5, or 6 members will 
face off against Teams in their own Flight to determine a winner in each Flight to 
represent the District at the NABC Summer Nationals, August 2017.

District 11 subsidizes expenses for the District 11 winners in each flight for the National 
competition, $500, plus $500.00 to each team provided the Team’s home Unit matches the 
amount.  When the home Unit commits to matching this amount, the qualifying Team(s) are thus 
guaranteed $1,500.00 for expenses to the GNT National Finals.

The specific Conditions of Contest for the District 11 Finals in Dayton are on the
D11 Website.  Team selection in each Flight will be determined by a knockout (KO) 
format after a preliminary Round Robin, or Swiss competition.  The preliminary 
round will be held Saturday February 25, and the KOs will be held February 26.

The winning Team in each Flight from the Dayton Dist 11 Finals will advance to 
the National Final event in Toronto, July 2017.  At the Summer NABC, a preliminary 
Swiss Team event for the 25 Teams in each Flight will be conducted to qualify 16 
Teams to play in a KO format to determine the winner (s), and National Champion, in 
each of the Four Flights.

Tom Coyle 1-17-17
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Indianapolis Regional
January 30 - February 05, 2017

Wyndham Indianapolis West
2544 Executive Drive

Indianapolis, IN

TOURNAMENT CHAIRS
Liz Brown: (317) 250-7922

(lab1613@aol.com)
Maribeth Ransel: (317) 649-0866

(marjoeransel@live.net)

PARTNERSHIP
Sheila Baker: (317) 437-5458

(bakers7935@att.net)
Peggy Kramer: (317) 727-0009
(margaretkramer@ymail.com) 

 HOTEL

Wyndham Indianapolis West
(317) 248-2481 -or- (877) 361-4511

Must be made by phone to get CIBA Rate

Indy Regional - January 30 - February 05, 2017

 
2017 Indianapolis 

Crossroads of   
America Regional 

 

MONDAY January 30th 
   Indy GOLD RUSH Charity Pairs (2 sessions)     1:30    7:00 
   Indy A/B/C Open Charity Pairs (2 sessions)     1:30    7:00 
   Circle City Bracketed KO Teams (1/2 of 4)     1:30    7:00 
   Single Session Stratified Charity Swiss       7:00   
 
TUESDAY  January 31st 
  ** Rise ‘n Shine Side Series (1 of 5)     9:30 
   Early Bird Bracketed KO Teams (1 of 4)     9:30 
   299er Pairs       9:30    1:30 
   Capitol City Open Pairs (2 sessions)         1:30    7:00 
   Circle City Bracketed KO Teams (3/4 of 4)       1:30    7:00 
   Compact KO Teams (1/2)       1:30    7:00 
   Tuesday Single Session Stratified Swiss                        7:00 
   After Dinner Side Series (1 of 3)       7:00 
   Newcomers 0-20 Pairs (FREE)                         7:00 
 
WEDNESDAY  February 1st 
  ** Rise ‘n Shine Side Series (2 of 5)     9:30 
   Early Bird Bracketed KO Teams (2 of 4)     9:30 
   Afternoon Side Series (1 of 4)                          1:30 
   Hoosier GOLD RUSH Pairs (2 sessions)                       1:30    7:00  
   Hoosier A/B/C Open Pairs (2 sessions)                       1:30    7:00        
   Crossroads Bracketed KO Teams (1/2 of 4)     1:30    7:00    
   Wednesday Single Session Stratified Swiss      7:00 
   After Dinner Side Series (2 of 3)       7:00 
             
THURSDAY  February 2nd 
  **  Rise ‘n Shine Side Series (3 of 5)    9:30 
  Early Bird Bracketed KO Teams (3 of 4)                        9:30 
   Thurs/Fri Morning Compact KOs (1 of 2)                     9:30 
   Afternoon Side Series (2 of 4)                           1:30 
   Mid-week GOLD RUSH  
       Swiss Teams  (2 sessions)                           1:30    7:00 
   Mid-week ABC   
        Swiss Teams (2 sessions)                         1:30    7:00 
   Crossroads Bracketed KO Teams (3/4 of 4)     1:30    7:00 
   After Dinner Side Series (3 of 3)       7:00  
 
FRIDAY  February 3rd 
   ** Rise ‘n Shine Side Series (4 of 5)     9:30 
   Early Bird Bracketed KO Teams (4 of 4)     9:30 
   Thurs/Fri Morning Compact KOs (2 of 2)     9:30 
   Afternoon Side Series (3 of 4)                          1:30 
   Open Pairs (2 sessions)      1:30    7:00 
   Weekend Bracketed KO Teams (1/2 of 4)                      1:30    7:00 
   299er Pairs (Single sessions)                       1:30    7:00 
   Friday Evening Stratified Swiss                                         7:00 
    
SATURDAY  February 4th 
    ** Rise ‘n Shine Side Series (5 of 5)     9:30 
    AM Single Session Swiss                       9:30 
    0-20 Pairs FREE                        9:30 
    199er Pairs       9:30 
    Afternoon Side Series (4 of 4)                          1:30 
    Weekend Bracketed KO Teams (3/4 of 4)                      1:30    7:00 
    White River GOLD RUSH Pairs (2 sessions)    1:30    7:00 
    White River A/B/C Pairs (2 sessions)     1:30    7:00 
    Saturday Evening Stratified Swiss        7:00 
 
SUNDAY February 5th 
   Stratiflighted Swiss (2 sessions)                9:30 (play through) 
    A 3000+, A/X  0-3000 
    D 0-500, C 500-1000, B 1000-2000 
                                  Food available at playing site 

January 30 -  February 5 -  2017 
Wyndham Indianapolis West 

2544 Executive Drive 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FOR RESERVATIONS 
 

THE EARLIER YOU RESERVE, THE MORE YOU’LL SAVE! 
 

     Until December 15, 2016  
     $95 plus tax (includes 2 breakfast coupons daily) 
 

     After December 15 (depending upon availability) 
     $105 plus tax (includes 2 breakfast coupons daily) 
 
NOTE:  Reservations for the Wyndham must be made by 
phone to ensure tournament discount!!!      

 

REQUEST CENTRAL INDIANA BRIDGE ASSN. RATE 
     1-317-248-2481   or    1-877-361-4511 
 
 

 
 
Strata determined by average masterpoints.  Games with upper limit on points restricted 
to players who do not exceed that limit..   
 
**Pay a full entry for a Rise ‘n Shine side game and receive a $5 non-    
   transferable coupon for your next Rise ‘n Shine side game. 
 
KOs, Compact KOs or Swiss Team events offered daily. 
 
Non Life Master Events:  Gold Rush (M, W, Th, S); Newcomers (0-20 - Free Games 
Tuesday and Saturday); 299er pairs (Tuesday and Friday); 199er pairs (Saturday) 
 
Session Charge:  $13 per  session.  Add $4 surcharge if not an ACBL member . 
 
Youth Bridge Players Welcome  - Free games on Tues. and Sat. for 0-20 MPs.  All other 
youth players with ACBL membership play for $7.00 per session. 
 
 
District 11 regulations for Regional Events 
 KO events may be handicapped 
 Open events w/o Gold Rush:   C 0-750    B 750-2000   A 2000+  
 Gold Rush/ABC Pairs and Gold Rush/ABCSwiss:  GR: 0-100  100-300  300-750  
           & ABC Pairs: C 0-1500  B 1500-3000   A 3000+ 
 ACBL Mid-Chart allowed in top bracket of KO and Flight A events 
 
 
 
Co-Chairs:   
  Liz Brown              317-250-7922              lab1613@aol.com 
  Maribeth Ransel    317-649-0866  marjoeransel@live.com 
 
Partnership Chairs 
  Sheila Baker          317-437-5458              bakers7935@att.net  
  Peggy Kramer       317-727-0009              margaretkramer@ymail.com 

 
Sponsored by the 

CENTRAL INDIANA  
 BRIDGE ASSOCIATION 

 
 
 
 
 

Zero Tolerance Observed 

From I-70 (east of Indianapolis): Take I-70 through Indianapolis to Sam 
Jones Expressway (located on the southwest side of Indianapolis.) 
Merge onto Sam Jones Expressway and exit at Executive Drive.   

From I-70 (west of Indianapolis):  Take I-70 east to I-465 North to Sam 
Jones Expressway.  Merge onto Sam Jones Expressway and exit at 
Executive Drive. 

Wonderful playing site   Evening hospitality     
Onsite restaurant           FREE airport shuttle 
FREE parking               FREE Wi-Fi 
FREE 24 hour business and fitness centers 
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Cincinnati Regional
June 06 - 11, 2017

Ramada Plaza Sharonville
11320 Chester Road

Cincinnati, OH 45246

TOURNAMENT CHAIR
A. J. Stephani: (513) 313-0488

(ajstephani@gmail.com)

PARTNERSHIP

TBD

HOTEL

Ramada Plaza
(513) 771-2080

Ask for Bridge Tournament Rate
Reserve by May 15, 2017

Cincinnati Regional - June 06 - 11, 2017Page
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Dayton/Columbus Regional
September 05 - 10, 2017

Hope Hotel & Conference Center
Fairborn, OH 45324

(937) 879-2696

Flying Buckeye Regional - September 05-10, 2017

TOURNAMENT CHAIRS

PARTNERSHIP

HOTEL

Hope Hotel & Conference Center
(937) 879-2696
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Louisville/Lexington Regional
November 06 - 12, 2017

Horseshoe Casino
11999 Casino Center Drive

Elizabeth, IN 47117

Louisville/Lexington Regional - November 06 - 12, 2017

TOURNAMENT CHAIRS
Sondra Holt: (859) 312-7785

(seholt44@twc.com)
Hannah Davis: (502) 767-5589

(Bama426@aol.com)

PARTNERSHIP
Terrell Holt: (859) 351-2023

(tholt41@twc.com)
Verna Goldberg: (502) 459-3848

(docgold123@yahoo.com)

HOTEL

Horseshoe Casino
(866) 766-2671
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H ere comes Santa Claus, here comes Santa Claus, right down 
Santa Claus Lane……
	 Every year at the Louisville Bridge Club, the Directors 
celebrate the season with a Holiday Party for all the members. 
Weeks in advance the date is picked, the menu planned and the 

word goes out through all our land that it is time to CELEBRATE!
	 This year the afternoon session was a Unit Championship game with 30 
tables playing. Twenty-four of the tables were in an open game and six tables 

were in a limited game. Randy Baron and Bill McAvinue won the overall in the open game with a whopping 71.60, 
followed by Joan Lepping and Harold Stengel with a 60.65. In third overall were Matt Just and Beth Reid with a 59.58. In 
the limited game, David and Helen Crane were first overall with a 65.16, James McDonald and Mary Parker were second 
with a 60.10 and third were Freida Trower and Pat Barber with a 59.14.
	 Between sessions, dinner was served and what a meal it was. The Directors cooked everything and invited the 
membership to enjoy it as their gift for the year. This year’s menu included: ham, Sloppy Joes, roasted corn, Verna’s 
famous cole slaw, Mauri’s potato salad, baked beans and deviled eggs. Dinner was topped off with more desserts than the 
law allows. We had cheese cakes, brownies, cookies and caramel cake. There was so much food that after dinner Verna 
began making care packages for us all to take home.
	 The evening session was a Club Championship and featured fourteen and half tables, all in one section. First overall 
were Jeanne James and Dennis Hesthaven with a 62.66, second overall were Ron Straub and Mary Van Cleve with a 60.89. 
Third overall were Bruce Neikirk and Dorsey Brown with a 58.88.
	 From all of us at Unit 117, we wish you a happy holiday season and a new year filled with good health, happiness 
and lots and lots of points.   ♣

Louisville

Winter Sectional

February 17 - 19, 2017

Louisville

 Summer Sectional

June 23 - 25, 2017

Louisville

 I/N Sectional

August 19 - 20, 2017

PRESIDENT
Vangie Smith
502-425-3031

SECRETARY
Dorothy Losey
502-708-1931

TREASURER
Freida Trower
502-895-1893

E–CONTACT
Dorothy Losey
502-708-1931

TOURNAMENTS
Dorothy Losey
502-708-1931

RECORDER
Dorothy Losey
502-708-1931

UNIT 117
LOUISVILLEVangie Smith
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Louisville Winter Sectional
February 17 - 19, 2017

Louisville Bridge Club
9870 Linn Station Road

TOURNAMENT CHAIRS

Jean Donoho (502) 558-8067
(jjdonoho@twc.com)

PARTNERSHIP

Marianne Thomas (812) 989-7575
(mathomas5775@att.net)

HOTELS

Holiday Inn Hotel - (502) 426-2600

Ask for Bridge Tournament Rate

Louisville Sectional - February 17 - 19, 2017

 
LOUISVILLE WINTER SECTIONAL 

          FEBRUARY 17-19, 2017 
          
FRIDAY 
Stratified Open Pairs (Single Sessions)…………….…….1:00pm and 7:00pm 
299er Pairs* (Single Session)….………………….…............1:00pm and 7:00pm 
 
SATURDAY 
Handicapped Knockouts (3 sessions)….…...9:00am, 1:00pm and 7:00pm 
Stratified Open Pairs (Single Sessions).….…….……..…1:00pm and 7:00pm 
299er Pairs* (Single Sessions)………….………….……….1:00pm and 7:00pm 
                      *299er pairs – if attendance warrants 
 
SUNDAY 
Stratified Swiss Teams…………………………….10:00am & TBD 
299er Swiss Teams……………………………........10:00am & TBD 
     There will be a break of about one hour for lunch.   There are several nearby fast 
food spots or you can bring your own lunch.   
 
Entry fee will be an additional $3 for an unpaid or non-ACBL member. 
 
FREE COFFEE, SOFT DRINKS AND SNACKS AT ALL SESSIONS 
 
LOCATION:             LOUISVILLE BRIDGE CLUB 
                                    9870 Linn Station Road   

         Louisville, KY  40223 
                                    (502) 897-3581 
 
We are in the Plainview Shopping Center.  Take the Hurstbourne Lane (KY-1747 
N/S) exit 15 – toward Middletown - off Interstate 64.   Then Hurstbourne Pkwy to 
Linn Station Rd using the two right lanes to stay on Linn Station.  Shopping Center 
will be on your right.  
 
Nearby hotels:    
Holiday Inn   1325 Hurstbourne Pkwy  (502) 426-2600                         
Drury Inn   9501 Blairwood Rd   (502)326-4170 
Baymont Inn      9400 Blairwood Rd  (502) 339-1900 
Courtyard by Marriott   9608 Blairwood Rd   (502) 429-0006   
 
Book early as we are competing with a large convention for hotel space. 
 
Tournament Chair:  Jean Donoho                     jjdonoho@twc.com  (502) 558-8067 
Partnership Chair:  Marianne Thomas           mathomas5775@att.net (812) 989-7575 
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Louisville Summer Sectional
June 23 - 25, 2017

Louisville Bridge Club
9870 Linn Station Road

TOURNAMENT CHAIRS

Jean Donoho (502) 558-8067
(jjdonoho@twc.com)

PARTNERSHIP

Marianne Thomas (812) 989-7575
(mathomas5775@att.net)

HOTELS

Holiday Inn Hotel - (502) 426-2600

Ask for Bridge Tournament Rate

Louisville Summer Sectional - June 23 - 25, 2017

 
LOUISVILLE SUMMER SECTIONAL 

          JUNE 23-25, 2017 
          
FRIDAY 
Stratified Open Pairs (Single Sessions)…………….…….1:00pm and 7:00pm 
299er Pairs* (Single Session)….………………….…............1:00pm and 7:00pm 
 
SATURDAY 
Handicapped Knockouts (3 sessions)….…...9:00am, 1:00pm and 7:00pm 
Stratified Open Pairs (Single Sessions).….…….……..…1:00pm and 7:00pm 
299er Pairs* (Single Sessions)………….………….……….1:00pm and 7:00pm 
                      *299er pairs – if attendance warrants 
 
SUNDAY 
Stratified Swiss Teams…………………………….10:00am & TBD 
299er Swiss Teams……………………………........10:00am & TBD 
     There will be a break of about one hour for lunch.   There are several nearby fast 
food spots or you can bring your own lunch.   
 
Entry fee will be an additional $3 for an unpaid or non-ACBL member. 
 
FREE COFFEE, SOFT DRINKS AND SNACKS AT ALL SESSIONS 
 
LOCATION:             LOUISVILLE BRIDGE CLUB 
                                    9870 Linn Station Road   

         Louisville, KY  40223 
                                    (502) 897-3581 
 
We are in the Plainview Shopping Center.  Take the Hurstbourne Lane (KY-1747 
N/S) exit 15 – toward Middletown - off Interstate 64.   Then Hurstbourne Pkwy to 
Linn Station Rd using the two right lanes to stay on Linn Station.  Shopping Center 
will be on your right.  
 
Nearby hotels:    
Holiday Inn   1325 Hurstbourne Pkwy  (502) 426-2600                         
Drury Inn   9501 Blairwood Rd   (502)326-4170 
Baymont Inn      9400 Blairwood Rd  (502) 339-1900 
Courtyard by Marriott   9608 Blairwood Rd   (502) 429-0006   
 
Book early as we are competing with a large convention for hotel space. 
 
Tournament Chair:  Jean Donoho                     jjdonoho@twc.com  (502) 558-8067 
Partnership Chair:  Marianne Thomas           mathomas5775@att.net (812) 989-7575 
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Business has gone along as usual over the past few months. Our 
Sectional drew roughly the same crowd as in the past. Newer players 
continue to enjoy Basic Bridge, which we offer Friday morning of 
the Sectional. As you may know, this a playing-teaching program 
designed to give players the opportunity to earn Silver points and to 

learn a few things about how to improve their game. Several people have, and 
are, contributing their time, energy, and expertise to the program. Among these 
is Jim Bachelder, a longtime bridge maven with thousands of master points, 
who preaches “never lead away from a King.” This bit of advice always draws 
questions and comments. The last session was taught by Joyce Penn, a past 
president of the American Bridge Teachers Association. Future sessions will be 
taught by Cheryl Schnieder and Marsha Real. And lest we forget, Brian Snell 
helped to organize the teaching, and Siraj Haji initiated and now organizes the 
sessions. 
	 We are proud that two younger players recently made “Junior Life 
Master”: Tom Bishel and Thomas Bryan. As we all know, bridge is game played 
people who are not getting any younger, and the infusion of youth into the game 
is most welcomed. Good going, Tom! Good going, Thomas! 
	 On a more somber note, we regret the passing a long-time bridge player, 
Sylvia Lilley. She was 99. She was a fixture at the bridge table, and everyone who 
knew her, liked her. Several years ago, I had the honor being her partner when 
she made Life Master. It was at a STAC. She needed a fraction of Silver Point to 
go over. I was much less experienced than she, and when I bid Michaels, things 
went sour. We got a zero on the board because I had confused Michaels with 
Unusual Two No Trump. In the final round, she put me in a contract for Six 
hearts. It was cold. But I managed to blow it by revoking–another zero board. 
She was crestfallen because it looked like we would not scratch, and I was 
feeling bad about blowing her chances. But in the end, she made it! (Sometimes 
the bridge gods are merciful).
	 Slyvia, we will miss you.   ♣

Columbus, Ohio

Sectional

July 07 - 09, 2017

Columbus, Ohio

Sectional

March 24 - 26, 2016

Dayton/Columbus

Regional

September 05 - 10, 2017

PRESIDENT
Robert Jiobu
614-486-5050

SECRETARY
Melissa Warheit

614-876-4517 

TREASURER
David Maul

614-855-1061

RECORDER
George St. Pierre

614-893-5287

E–CONTACT
Robert Jiobu
614-486-5050

TOURNAMENTS
Robert Jiobu
614-855-5050

UNIT 122
CENTRAL OH

Bob Jiobu
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T houghts for the Season
	 Dean Congbalay is one of Unit 124’s members that splits his 
time between Cincinnati and Sarasota. He regularly writes a column 
for the Unit’s Quarterly Alert newsletter. He originally wrote this 
article eight years ago while the Olympics were held in Beijing. 

	 For the 1st Quarter of the Midwest Monitor in 2017, I thought this was an 
excellent piece to share more broadly as we recently wished each other Season’s 
Greetings and Best Wishes for the New Year. Peace on earth can begin at the 
bridge table. 
	 We are lucky to count Dean as one of our members of Unit 124 and 
District 11.
	 An incident from the other night continues to gnaw at me. 
	 At the beginning of a bridge tournament, as I sat down at my next 
scheduled table, the woman to my left looked at me and said, “You should be at 
the Olympics.” 
	 “Pardon me?” I replied, more than a bit confused. 
	 “Oh, maybe you’re not really Chinese,” she said. 
	 Ah, then it came to me. She was commenting on my slanted eyes. 
	 “Where are you from?” she continued. 
	 “Columbus, Ohio,” I said. 
	 Now, she was the one who was confused. “Where are you FROM?” 
	 “Columbus, Ohio,” I repeated. 
	 Her bridge partner was a lady I know and admire. She recognized what 
was going on and decided to quell the situation. “He’s from Columbus, Ohio,” 
she told her partner in a tone that not only urged her to be quiet, but to also pick 
up her cards. 
	 Unfazed, the woman continued. “What is your heritage?” she asked me. 
	 At that, I recognized that we had played this oral game long enough. 
“Filipino,” I replied proudly.
	 Then she proceeded to tell me about a guy she knows who years ago 
traveled to the Philippines, met a woman and brought her back to the States. 
“She was a real Filipino firecracker,” she said. “Once she got her green card, she 
divorced him!” 
	 Yeah, great... I’ve never been accused of being politically correct. 
Nevertheless, conversations like that amaze me. I know that there are millions 
of people who refer to themselves as Asian-American or Mexican-American 
or African-American or German-American. But I, quite frankly, have always 
regarded such hyphenated appellations with a bit of disdain. We’re all Americans 
-- period -- when we become citizens, either through birth or naturalization. As 

I watched the Olympics on TV, I got choked up whenever 
the Star Spangled Banner was played. My speech is 
distinctly Midwestern. When I think of palm trees, images 
of my back yard in Florida—not Manila—come to mind. 
I proudly fly an American flag outside my house. When I 
managed a real estate office years ago, I started a practice of 
beginning every weekly sales meeting by asking everyone 
to recite the Pledge of Allegiance; I even lost an agent over 
it. I still choose as my profession to work with people who 
help others achieve the American Dream. I vote and go out 
of my way to personally thank our troops whenever I see 
them. I exercise my Constitutional rights to religion and 
free speech. And I pay more than my share of taxes. 
	 I didn’t share any of this with that woman. Nor did 
I tell her, of course, that I always got A’s in math, drive a 
Honda and received a rice cooker from my aunt when I 
was graduated from high school. 
	 A few minutes later, when my bridge partner and 
I got up to move to the next table, he looked at me and 
grinned. “Some people just don’t know when to shut up,” 
he said, referring to the woman. 
	 I just smiled. She didn’t mean any harm, I assured 
him. She was really just trying to be nice while carrying 
on a conversation. “As she kept talking,” I said, “I just kept 
thinking that sensitivity goes in many different directions. 
She grew up in a different time, and I have to be sensitive 
to the way she thinks.” 
	 My bridge partner—truly one of the nicest guys in 
the world—understood. 
	 “Let’s play bridge,” he said. 
	 Perhaps that’s the way to proceed. Let’s play...

Milestones
We have a number of Unit 124 members reaching new 
milestones in the 3rd quarter of 2016

Platinum Life Master – William (Bill) Higgins
Emerald Life Master – Yahueni (Eugene) Siutsau 
Gold Life Master – Ann Zeff
Ruby Life Master – Alfred Norwood
Silver Life Master – Elaine Jarchow
Bronze Life Master – Gerri Heineman, Joyce Tedrick
Life Master – Sylvia Maltz, Charlene Comeaux

Unit 124 Holiday Brunch – December 11
Unit 124 celebrate the Holiday season with its Sunday 
brunch at the Cincinnati Bridge Center. Following the 
delicious brunch, which included Indian vegetarian 
dishes, Cincinnati Bridge Association players gathered for 
a holiday bridge game with a total of 17 full tables.

Here were the top four winners:
Janet Venosa & Al Venosa  67.39% - 3.94 MPs
Donald Etson & John Meinking  65.98% - 2.96 MPs

Marilyn Prosise & Bob Prosise  62.84% - 2.22 MPs
Joyce Tedrick & Barry Wauligman  62.34% - 1.66 MPs

At the Holiday Party, several Unit 124 members were 
recognized for their service:

Jerry Steuernagle Award 
Phyllis Bishop & Mike Purcell received the Award—
recognizing them as individuals best exemplifying the 
principles of ethics, kindness, and high character in bridge, 
including compassion, sportsmanship, and sense of humor 
coupled with the willingness to help less experienced 
players

Patty Eber Award
Don Etson received this Award—recognizing his untiring 
and valuable service to the Cincinnati Bridge Center 

Nancy Sachs Mentor Award
Bob Fisk received this Award—recognizing Bob for leading 
the Unit 124 Mentor Program and for his extraordinary 
support in teaching new players. Bob is the 1st recipient of 
the Nancy Sachs Mentor Award. 

Unit 124 Board and Officers for 2017
The following CBA members will serve as members of the 
Board of Trustees for 2017, with the officers noted:

Pam Campbell   (Treasurer)
Elaine Jarchow
Lenny Kanterman
Dan Koppenhafer
Nalin Mehta
John Meinking  (President)
Tom Mess  (Secretary)
Steve Moese  (Vice-President)
Barry Wauligman

   ♣

Cincinnati

Regional

June 06 - 11, 2017

Northern Kentucky

Hebron Sectional

August 11 - 13, 2017

Cincinnati

STaC

July 10 - 16, 2017

PRESIDENT
John Meinking
513-683-0129

SECRETARY
Thomas Mess
513-777-7242

TREASURER
Pam Campbell
513-858-2621

E–CONTACT
Steve Moese
513-860-1042

TOURNAMENTS
Michael Lipp
513-467-8054

RECORDER
Potter Orr

513-271-6318

UNIT 124
CINCINNATI

Tom Mess
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Summer Getaway Sectional
August 11 - 13, 2017

Doubletree by Hilton
2826 Terminal Drive - Hebron, KY

TOURNAMENT CHAIRS

Gerry Mirus (513) 543-8044
(jewelswithgerry@yahoo.com)

Joe Pike (859) 801-8058
(jpike@fuse.net)

PARTNERSHIP

Howard Simon (859) 282-7344
(simon3780@msn.com)

HOTELS

Doubletree by Hilton - (859) 371-6166

Ask for Bridge Tournament Rate - Code KBC

Hebron, KY Sectional - August 11 - 13, 2017

Summer Getaway Sectional
August 11-13, 2017

Event Schedule
Friday
Stratified Open Pairs & Stratified NLM Pairs 10AM
Stratified Open Pairs & Stratified NLM Pairs 2:30PM 
    Afternoon event is GRASS ROOTS FUND, 40% More Silver Points

Saturday
Stratified Open Pairs & Stratified NLM Pairs 10AM
Stratified Open Pairs & Stratified NLM Pairs 2:30PM
    Afternoon event is GRASS ROOTS FUND, 40% More Silver Points

Sunday
Strati-flighted Play-Through Swiss Teams 10AM
    Sunday teams with any player over 1500 must play A/X
    (lunch may be purchased)

All events stratified by average master points
Stratified open pairs: 0-750, 750-2000, 2000+
Stratified NLM pairs: Director Discretion
Strati-flights: A/X: open/0-2500

B/C/D: 750-1500/300-750/0-300

★ Southern Hospitality 
5:30 Fri & Sat evenings 
Wine, beer, appetizers, 
Homemade Pies on Fri

★ Daily 50/50 Drawing

★ Concessions Each Day

★ $11 Entry Fee 
Half-price under age 21 
($3 additional for non or 
unpaid ACBL members)

★ 40% Bigger Awards,  
At the afternoon events, 
No extra fee!

★ Sensational Support 
and Supplies: 
 

Anderson Bridge Club 
 

Cincinnati Bridge 
Association

Contacts
Tournament Chairs:
Gerry Mirus
513-543-8044
jewelswithgerry@yahoo.com
Joe Pike
859-801-8058
jpike@fuse.net
Partnerships:
Howard Simon
859-282-7344
simon3780@msn.com

Directions
Doubletree by Hilton at Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Airport
2826 Terminal Drive, Hebron, KY 41048
859-371-6166
www.doubletee.hilton.com
NKBC bridge rate $97 (online code KBC)
FREE parking in hotel lots
Take I-275 Exit 4 (4B if westbound) onto Terminal Drive towards 
airport. Hotel is immediately before terminals. Follow Hotel signs 
and exit left onto hotel access road.
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Central Indiana Bridge Association
	 CIBA congratulates Sandy and Aslam Siddiqui who have 
been selected to represent District 11 as members of the ACBL 
Goodwill Committee. Members are selected based on their display of 
the following acts of kindness and courtesy: welcoming opponents, 

mentoring new players, always saying “thank you partner,” complimenting 
opponents play, discussing hands AFTER THE GAME, accepting defeat and 
victory with grace, leaving a tidy table and smiling often. Sounds like Aslam and 
Sandy to us!!!! We also tip our hats to Mary Ann Kanervo and Maureen Clerkin. 
They prevailed in the “C” strat at the most recent NAP qualifier, and will play in 
the upcoming NABC in Kansas City.
	 At the Fall Sectional, CIBA Board election results were announced. 
Sheila Baker and Maribeth Ransel have earned another three-year term on the 
Board and they will be joined by new members Judy Sosin and Ellen Simon. 
Congratulation to all. Following the election, the Board selected Maribeth 
Ransel as President and Liz Brown as Vice President for the coming year. They 
will be joined by the following: Rana Arora, Sheila Baker, Maureen Clerkin, 
Joan Flynn, Mona Loft, Suzi Pratt, Patti Rush, Aslam Siddiqui, Ellen Simon, and 
Judy Sosin. Serving as non-voting consultants this year will be Doug Avery and 
Thom Bondus. Jim and Jane Gormong are the Terre Haute representatives to 
the Board. Serving as contractors to the Board will be Pam Strack (Treasurer), 
Nico Sneider (Secretary), and John Nichols (Webmaster.) Thanks to the Board 
members for all that they do to support and promote bridge in Central Indiana. 
Volunteers are always needed for our many events throughout the year. Contact 
a Board member if you would like to learn how to become involved.
	 Don’t forget to schedule the Indianapolis Crossroads of America 
Regional on your calendar of events for 2017. We will return to the Indianapolis 
Wyndham West. Our games begin the afternoon of Monday, January 30th and 
conclude on Sunday, February 5th. Lots of points and great hospitality. Come 
join the fun.
	
Indianapolis Bridge Center
The IBC had a fun filled Holiday Party December 9th. Thanks to Pam Rhine for 
hosting this fun event. Jan Tindall and Joan Flynn were honored with a Life 
Master party December 3rd - Congratulations ladies!
	 IBC will have a Learn and Play game on Thursday evenings again this 
year. A thirty-minute lesson is followed by a game. This is designed for players 
who have not played for a while and players who want to try duplicate bridge. 
This program was very successful last year, increasing our table count by three 

to four tables per week.
	 Two of IBC’s tenant clubs held very successful Holiday parties in December. The Friday Club held theirs of 
December 2nd, with 25 ½ tables, and the Monday Club (aka Newcomers Club) on December 12th with twenty-one tables 
participating. 

Hoosier Village Retirement Community and Indianapolis Bridge Center team up for ACBL Charity Game
On Saturday, May 13, the Indianapolis Bridge Center is teaming up with Hoosier Village Retirement Community to hold 
an ACBL charity game at the Village community center, along with lunch provided by Hoosier Village. The Village has 
long been an excellent partner with the Indianapolis Bridge Center in charity events such as its annual fundraisers for 
Gleaners Food Bank and The Longest Day Alzheimer event. Players on May 13th will have a chance to drive through the 
extensive grounds at the Village as well as take a quick, optional tour of a residence or two. Golfers who attend will also 
be treated to a pass for a free round of golf, on the day of their choosing, at the Golf Club of Indiana, which is owned 
by Hoosier Village. For players who do not wish to attend the game at the Village, the IBC will also run its regular game 
at the bridge center on the same day. 

Muncie/Richmond Bridge Clubs – Ella Reff reporting
The Muncie and Richmond clubs continue to experience lots of camaraderie and enjoy visiting each other’s venues. 
Halloween night in Muncie was celebrated with people in costume to attend the Monster Munch. In November, bridge 
enthusiasts gathered in Richmond for the annual Dorothy Ware game. Then in December, Richmond members, 
including the Hertzogs who recently moved out West, joined the Muncie group at the Delaware Country Club. Bronze 
Life Masters Beverly Salmon, Deb Brunoehler, and Charles McPeek, Ruby Life Masters Rollin Benbow, George Schmid, 
Bill Armstrong, and Bonnie Hertzog, and Golden Age Masters Mohammad Behforouz and Ernie Pelligrini were honored 
with a cake inscribed with their names. 
 	 Jane Duckworth is now a Club Master, and new member Robin Baugh is a Junior Master. 
	 We are saddened to report the passing of Annie Chezem, who was a loyal member and so faithful to provide 
refreshments for a group that meant so much to her. 
	 Welcome to Craig and Cynda Turner and another new member, Tamara Phillips, who moved here from Alaska.

Indianapolis

Regional

JAN 30 - FEB 05, 2017

Indianapolis

Sectional

May 05 - 07, 2017

Indianapolis

I/N Sectional

August 25 - 27, 2017

PRESIDENT
Maribeth Ransel

317-542-0362

SECRETARY
Nico Sneider
317-361-5451

TREASURER
Pam Strack

317-297-5754

E–CONTACT
Nico Sneider
317-361-5451

TOURNAMENTS
Nico Sneider
317-361-5451

RECORDER
Aslam Siddiqui
317-337-0919

UNIT 130
CENTRAL INFrank Tharp

Page
19

D11
SITE

ACBL
SITE

http://www.cibabridge.com
mailto:marjoeransel%40live.com?subject=
mailto:domenico59%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:pamstrack%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
mailto:domenico59%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:domenico59%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:asiddiqu%40iupui.edu?subject=
mailto:marge.tharp%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.district11bridge.com
http://www.acbl.org


Terre Haute Bridge Club
Players from the Terre Haute Bridge Club have been enjoying great success in tournament play this Fall. At the Louisville-Lexington Regional held November 7-13, Noreen Bryant and Diane Scott paired up to take fifth place in the Stratified Side 
Game 2. On Saturday, they teamed up with Terry Maguire and Thomas Lepping from Louisville KY to finish third in Strat B of the Stratified Swiss Teams event. With the points earned at the tournament Bryant achieved the rank of Silver Life 
Master. Other club members advancing through the ranks include Pat Price, who recently received notice from the ACBL that she has attained the rank of Ruby Life Master.
	 At the Indianapolis Fall Sectional, November 18-20, players from the THBC took first place in three events. In the Saturday morning “Beat the Computer” open pairs competition, Tana Holt and Sharon Winters won first overall. Not only did 
they score better than their human competitors in the twenty-two table game, they did, in fact, beat the computer on more than three consecutive hands. Other Indianapolis top winners included Michael Miedema and Henjin Chi who finished 
first overall in the ten-table Saturday evening open pairs event, and Milt Van Reed and Joanna Hebermehl finished first overall in the Friday evening open pairs competition. 
	 Van Reed and Hebermehl also made news when their 76.57% “Big Game” at the Terre Haute club was recognized in the October 2016 Bridge Bulletin.
	 At the 2016 Fall North American Bridge Championships in Orlando, Terre Haute Bridge Club member Douglas Smith, together with his brother Craig Smith from Luzern, Switzerland, placed highly in twelve events and each earned twenty-
four gold Master Points. Most notable among their many accomplishments at the tournament was the result in the Sunday 
	 Stratified Daylight Open Pairs Event. In that 42.5 table-competition, the brothers finished first in Strat C and were rewarded with ten gold points. Congratulations to Doug and Craig Smith for their outstanding tournament play!   ♣

▼ Brothers Doug Smith (right) and Craig Smith, shown 

here at the THBC last March, earned twenty-four gold 

points at the Fall NABC in Orlando ▼

▲ Tana Holt (left) and Sharon Winters “Beat the 

Computer” at the Indianapolis Fall Sectional ▲
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Michael Dedek, Gone Too Soon

We in the Miami Valley were shocked when we heard the news: 
Mike Dedek died unexpectedly in his home on October 7, at 
the age of fifty-three. A favorite at the club, Mike was known 

for his seemingly endless supply of rock concert T-shirts, his enthusiasm and 
his friendliness.

Mike first started playing bridge at home with his mother, Conchetta, 
about five years ago. Three years ago they started playing in the NLM game that 
my better half and I run at Miami Valley Bridge Center. Although Mike could 
be uncomfortable in social situations, his love of bridge helped him overcome 
his anxiety. He really come out of his shell at the bridge table!

Mike was eager to learn and improve his play. He participated in the 
Unit’s mentor program every summer that he was a member. Last summer he 
had the good fortune to be mentored by Ryan Schultz, one of our club’s top 
players. Ryan noted that unlike many novice players, Mike was not afraid to 
bid. Says Ryan, “We were overbid more than we were underbid, which made for 
some challenging declarer play problems.”
	 Because of Mike’s great love of music, MVBA made a donation to the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland in his memory. Mike is survived by 
his wife, Aimee, his mother, and his four children, Michael, Teresa, Thomas and 
Jennifer. He will be greatly missed by all who knew him.

It was a September to remember in the Miami Valley, at least on September 
22: At Miami Valley Bridge Center, Joe Keim and Bill Gottschall racked up a 
70.31% game in the first of three Inter-club Championship games held during 
the quarter. It’s no surprise that they finished first overall, with 56.5 tables in 
play. Way to go, guys!
	 In the October 10 ICC game, Pat Moran and Alan Stanley were first at 
the club and sixth overall, with 105 tables in play. On November 17, Audrey 
Dybvad and Beth Grismer finished first at the club and fourth overall out of 86 
tables.
	 As September drew to a close, the leaves were changing colors, and bridge 
players were chasing colored points at the Flying Buckeye Regional. Tournament 
Chair Georgia Banziger provided a full schedule of events and speakers, and 
Partnership Chair Marilyn O’Connor ably handled matchmaking duties; aided 
by their Columbus counterparts, Cheryl Schneider and Larry Jones. Unit 136 
players Scott Gates and Russell Shoup tied as the top masterpoint-earners for 
the week.

Continuing their success, Russ and Scott finished first in Flight A at the North American Pairs finals on October 23. 
Ryan Schultz and Cincinnati partner Peter Whipple were second in Flight A. We wish them luck when they represent our 
District at the Spring NABC…Kansas City, here they come!

The Dayton Winter Sectional came to the MVBC December 2-4. Joe Camillus and Marilyn O’Connor performed 
flawlessly as Tournament Chair and Partnership Chair, respectively. These five Unit 136 players were among the top 10 
masterpoint earners: 
	 4)	  Robert Sulgrove	 15.26
 	 5) 	 Georgia Banziger	 14.89
 	 6) 	 Scott Gates		 13.66
 	 7) 	 Russell Shoup	 13.20
 	 8) 	 Vickie Sebastian	 13.04
	
	 The MVBA’s annual holiday party kicked off the season on December 9. Tinsel and poinsettias set the scene and 
card tables turned into banquet tables, thanks to party chair, Georgia Banziger and her busy elves. The Unit supplied 
meatballs, shrimp and chicken wings, and players contributed an array of fabulous appetizers for a festive and delicious 
meal!
	 After dinner and a short business meeting, several players were recognized for their achievements. Players attaining 
Life Master status during the past year are Sandra Haack, Charles Hemm, Paul Heintz, David Kennedy, Deanna Kissell, 
Rosie Sizemore and Bonnie Walker. Debbie Luongo won the Charlotte Falkowsi Rookie of the Year award; given to the 
player with 0-5 masterpoints as of October 1, 2015, who earned the most points in the following one-year period. Connie 
Wiest won the Best Performance by a Non-Life Master in Local Tournaments award, given to the player scoring the most 
points at tournaments who started the same period with under two hundred points.Unit Game Championship winners 
were: 

Flight A: Pat Moran
Flight B: Stu Petersen
Flight C: Joe Camillus
With business concluded, it was time to play bridge! Steve and Sandy Forsythe were the winners of a 21-and-a-

half table game.
Although it will be passed by the time you read this: Wishing you all happy holidays and a happy new year!   ♣

Dayton

I/N Sectional

JUN 30 - JUL 02, 2017

Dayton

 Sectional

MAR 31 - APR 02, 2017

Dayton

STaC

April 03 - 09, 2017

PRESIDENT
Georgia Banziger

937-439-4073

SECRETARY
Ilse Tebbetts
937-767-7680

TREASURER
Jeffrey Gargrave

937-554-0856

E–CONTACT
Georgia Banziger

937-439-4073

TOURNAMENTS
Georgia Banziger

937-439-4073

RECORDER
Gary Hatten

937-668-3387

UNIT 136
MIAMI VALLEYSandy Forsythe
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▲ Ron Babcock and Tom Coyle won the Instant 

Matchpoint game ▲

▼ New Life Masters - front row Bonnie Walker and Rosie 

Sizemore, back row Paul Heintz, Dave Kennedy and 

Sandy Haack ▼

◀ MVBA President, Georgia Banziger presenting 

numerous awards ◀

▼ MVBA Holiday Party ▼

◀

Connie

Wiest

◀

▶

Debbie

Luongo

▶

◀

Stu

Petersen

◀

▶

Joe

Camillus

▶
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◀

Jill Ohlson,

Peggy Saunier &

Janie Judy

at the

Swizzlin Swiss

◀

◀

Tom

S t a n w i x -

Hay

&

Sandra

Marlin

◀

Sizzlin’ Swiss is Growing Success

Unit Board 164 moved the Sizzlin’ Swiss Tournament (Open and 
299er) from Pine Mountain Sectional to The Lexington Bridge Club in 
2015 hoping to encourage growth. Attendance had been declining. The 

change of venue worked. Success was seen in Lexington’s second year! In 2015, 
there were 144 tables and this year we filled 150 tables—a plus six tables. Wins 
brought smiles to 190 players winning 667.96 points. Unit 164 looks for future 
success in our new location. Hopefully, continued growth due to players’ love of 
team games will challenge us to find a larger facility. 
	 Terrell Holt, tournament chairperson, gave special thanks to Sue Distler, 
hospitality chair, who did a fantastic job with donuts and coffee and a Subway 
lunch on  Saturday and box lunch on Sunday. Coffee was provided all day. 
Thanks also go to Pat Matheny, the partnership chairperson who managed to 
create teams for several people who needed them. 
	 Terrell also wanted to recognize the “load-in/set-up/tear-down/load-out” 
crew of Chuck Dean, Darryl Bennett, Brad Best, and JoEllen Driscoll. They 
literally moved all materials and furniture needed from the club to the hotel. 
Kathy and Ray Linck managed the extra lighting needed for the room. Bridge 
sometimes needs both brains and brawn. Let’s continue our Sizzlin‘ Success....

Lifelong Learning—Applies to Bridge, Right?

The Lexington Bridge Club partnered with the Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute at U.K. (OLLI) to offer a 
beginning bridge class. The initial class of twenty-four 
students met beginning October 3rd twice a week for 
four weeks. Sandra Marlin assisted by another member 
Tom Stanwix-Hay taught the class. Due to the favorable 
response from the OLLI membership—there was a waiting 
list!—another beginning bridge class will be offered in the 
Spring of 2017 through OLLI. Tom will teach the class in 
the spring. 
	 Sandra said, “I used the ACBL Bridge Series: Bidding 
in the 21st Century text, a series designed to introduce a 
new player to the game of duplicate bridge. My goals for 
teaching the class were to attract new people to bridge and 
to retain them at the club as new members.
	 It was my first time teaching beginning bridge and I 
found the participants to be attentive and willing to learn. 
I thoroughly enjoyed this new challenge and I hope the 
students did as well.”

More Learning in Mary Bell’s Classes

I tell my students on day one of my Beginning Bridge 
Class, “The ACBL is guilty of false advertising! It is not 
possible to “Learn Bridge in a Day”! “Would you have 
come had it read, “Learn Bridge in a Lifetime”? My father 
Paul Rieselman was also guilty of stretching the truth and 
false advertising when he told me, “It’s an EASY game!”
	 Learning Bridge is a journey that stretches your 
mind, tests your patience, and forces you out of your 
comfort zone. It begins slowly and builds one step in front 
of the other. You will stumble, detour, and perhaps even 
get lost! As a teacher, it is my mission to see to it that you 
ENJOY every part of the learning-journey spent with our 
class. For if not, you’ll not enjoy the destination.
	 Come learn a game you will love to hate and ENJOY 
a lifelong journey in doing so! 

Sherry McCann - New Life Master - Tells Her Story 
 
I grew up with my parents playing bridge. Being a single 
working Mom, bridge was so far down my bucket list I 
never thought about playing even though my mother, 
Grace Jones, taught Bridge in Cynthiana, KY, and my 
Godmother, Betty Wigglesworth, was instrumental in 
starting the Lexington Bridge Club. I am sure they would 
both be pleased now than I am playing and achieved the 
rank of Life Master.
	 Fast-forward to about 2001, my son is now grown, 
and I have a husband that is getting ready to retire and 
we don’t have too many common interests outside of 
traveling. I didn’t want to be the wife that stays home while 
her husband plays golf or cards, etc. So, I said,” Let’s tell 
each other what we would like the other to do so we can 
do something together and have fun. I let him go first and 
he said, “I would like you to learn how to play bridge!” I 
thought if I am ever going to learn then I guess it is now. 
I took lessons at Adult Education in Lexington starting 
fifteen years ago and I am still good friends with those 
special people I learned to play with so many years ago. 
	 Now it was my turn to tell my husband what I wanted 
him to do after he retires. I said, “I want you to take up 
ballroom dancing.” He didn’t shake his head yes or no; just 
looked at me with a dazed look.
	 Now it was his turn to tell me his second choice … he 
said, “I want you to take up Scuba Diving.” Well, that did it. 
I looked at him like he had two heads and surely must be 
kidding. I was in my fifties; I told him I was claustrophobic, 
etc. etc. I thought if I would only give it a try he would 
give me credit for that. Well, after long and painful lessons 
(spurred by the fact that I conned my husband into buying 
equipment and providing lessons for our three boys and 
taking them on a dive trip), I did pass my certification, now 
have over 300 dives, and I absolutely love it. It is a perfect 

Louisville/Lexington

Regional

November 06 - 12, 2017

Lexington

Sectional

May 12 - 14, 2017

Lexington

Sectional

September 15 - 17, 2017

PRESIDENT
Andra Gyor

859-221-8209

SECRETARY
Ellen Hume

 

TREASURER
James Addleton

859-259-3403

E–CONTACT
Andra Gyor

859-221-8209

TOURNAMENTS
Andra Gyor

859-221-8209

RECORDER
Ellen Hume

 

UNIT 164
BLUE GRASSNancy Colby
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▲ Sherry McCann with her husband, Mike McCann ▲

▲ Snapshot Smiles Bulletin Board ▲

◀

Addie Stokley

with

JoEllen Drisko

and

Pat Matheny

◀

vacation when we can dive together and play bridge. 
	 Now, it was my turn again (we agreed to only say two things for the other 
to do) and I repeated, “I want you to take up ballroom dancing.”
	 Now we are in our seventies. We are so busy playing bridge, scuba diving 
and traveling for pleasure, my husband said there is just no time for us to take 
ballroom dancing lessons. He won again, but how fortunate for me that I have 
several outside interests that I enjoy so much with Mike. Playing bridge is 
wonderful and I love the game, my partners, and all the friendly people I have 
met along the way.

Snapshot Smiles

Starting this October, we have a new tradition...posting pictures of our 
members on a bulletin boards at the club for all to enjoy. The pictures allow old 
and new members to become better acquainted. Each bulletin board, designed 
by Carmen Bishop and Frank Colby, has a theme based on special events, 
holidays, or the season. Boards will be changed periodically but Mike McCann 
will put the pictures on our website for continued enjoyment and memories. 
Say “Cheese!!!”

2016 - A Year Rich in “Jewels”

Beginner and intermediate players learn a lot playing with Life Master players 
and they begin climbing the “point ladder.” This was a good year for a number 
of members who achieved Life Master and the less experienced bridge players 
they helped to learn more bridge and achieve higher Master Point ranks when 
competing in the open games. 
	 Seventy-one Lexington Bridge Club members achieved recognition in 
the first six levels of recognition. 
	 Nineteen members achieved the following Life Master or above categories:
		  1 - Life Master
		  6 - Bronze Life Masters
		  2 - Silver Life Masters
		  5 - Ruby Life Masters
		  3 - Gold Life Masters
		  6 - Bronze Life Masters
		  1 - Diamond Life Masters
		  1 - Emerald Life Master
	 Details about winners can be found in the Alert Newsletter on our website 
and previous copies of Midwest Monitor.

Addie is Astonished!

Addie Stokley’s longtime partner Jo Ellen Drisko and her LBC friends surprised 
her with the Golden Age Master Award. Addie is pleasant enough to be 
anybody’s partner and has played with many club members both old and new. 
Pat Matheny made sure there were tasty treats brought by our members to make 
this a true celebration.    ♣
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Lexington 0-750 Regional
April 29 - 30, 2017

Lexington Seniors Center
195 Life Lane 

Lexington, KY 40502

TOURNAMENT CHAIRS

Andra Gyor: 859-221-8209
(andra.gyor@gmail.com)

Sandra Marlin: 859-494-0650
(jmikemarlin@hotmail.com)

PARTNERSHIP CHAIR

Kathy & Tom Stanwix-Hay: 859-576-0470
(stanwix@uky.edu)

Lexington 0-750 Regional - April 29 - 30, 2017

Lexington NLM (0–750MP) 
“Racing for Gold” Regional

Stratified Pairs Game   (2 sessions)
10 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.

0–20 MP Pairs Game
10 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.

Kathy and Tom Stanwix-Hay
(859) 576-0470
stanwix@uky.edu

Lexington Seniors Center
195 Life Ln.
Lexington, KY 40502
(Directly behind Southland Christian Church, 
Richmond Rd.)

Andra Gyor
(859) 221-8209
andra.gyor@gmail.com

Lexington’s 1st Non-Life 
Master Regional Tournament!

April 29–30, 2017

Sandra Marlin
(859) 494-0650 
jmikemarlin@hotmail.com

SATURDAY, APRIL 29 SUNDAY, APRIL 30

TOURNAMENT CO-CHAIRS PARTNERSHIP CHAIRS

NEW TOURNAMENT LOCATION

Stratified Swiss Teams (2 session 
play through) 
10 a.m.
Stratified based on team’s average masterpoints.  
Boxed lunches available Sunday.

DoubleTree Suites
2601 Richmond Rd.
Lexington, KY 40509
(859) 268-0060

Red Roof Inn
2651 Wilhite Dr.
Lexington, KY 40503
(859) 352-7611

Home2 Suites Lexington
126 E. Lowry Ln.
Lexington, KY 40503
(859) 313-5200

Hampton Inn
3060 Lake Crest Cir.
Lexington, KY 40513
(888) 370-0981

HOTELS

From I-75, take Exit 104 (Richmond Rd) toward 
Lexington for 5 miles. Turn right onto Rt. 4 
(New Circle Rd.). At the first stoplight, turn left 
onto Life Ln. The Senior Center will be on the 
right at the bottom of the hill.

Make your reservation early! Rolex 3-Day Event 
is this weekend! 

DIRECTIONS

Gold points! Door prizes! Free coffee and sodas daily.
Stratifications: 0–100 (C), 100–300 (B), 300–750 (A)

Awards are 25% gold
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Lexington Spring Sectional
May 12 - 14, 2017

Clarion Conference Center
5532 Athens-Boonesboro Road 

Lexington, KY 40509

TOURNAMENT CHAIR

Brad Beck: 859-327-5314
(BradleyBeck15@gmail.com)

PARTNERSHIP CHAIR

Georgia Ringo: 859-229-2379
(RingoGeorgia@gmail.com)

HOTEL

Clarion Conference Center
5532 Athens-Boonesboro Road

Lexington, KY 40509
859-263-5241

Ask for Bridge Rate of $99.99

Lexington Spring Sectional - May 12 - 14, 2017

Lexington Spring Sectional
May 12–14, 2017

Lexington Spring Sectional
May 12–14, 2017

FRIDAY
Stratified Open Pairs (two sessions) 1:00 and 7:00 p.m.
299er Pairs*     1:00 and 7:00 p.m.

SATURDAY
Bracketed Knockouts**   9:00 a.m., 1:00, and 

7:00 p.m.
Stratified Open Pairs (two sessions) 1:00 and 7:00 p.m.
299er Pairs*     1:00 and 7:00 p.m.

*As attendance warrants    **May be handicapped

SUNDAY
Stratified Swiss Teams (two sessions) 10:00 a.m.
299er Swiss Teams* (two sessions) 10:00 a.m.

*All Swiss teams based on team average
Lunch between Sunday sessions included in team fee.

FRIDAY
Stratified Open Pairs (two sessions) 1:00 and 7:00 p.m.
299er Pairs*     1:00 and 7:00 p.m.

SATURDAY
Bracketed Knockouts**   9:00 a.m., 1:00, and 

7:00 p.m.
Stratified Open Pairs (two sessions) 1:00 and 7:00 p.m.
299er Pairs*     1:00 and 7:00 p.m.

*As attendance warrants    **May be handicapped

SUNDAY
Stratified Swiss Teams (two sessions) 10:00 a.m.
299er Swiss Teams* (two sessions) 10:00 a.m.

*All Swiss teams based on team average
Lunch between Sunday sessions included in team fee.

PARTNERSHIP
Georgia Ringo
859-229-2379

RingoGeorgia@gmail.com

PARTNERSHIP
Georgia Ringo
859-229-2379

RingoGeorgia@gmail.com

Clarion Conference Center
5532 Athens-Boonesboro Road

Lexington, KY 40509
I-75 Exit 104

859-263-5241

Ask for Bridge Rate of $99.99. Includes hot breakfast.

Newly renovated facility. Free WiFi. Handicap friendly.
All activities on first floor.

Clarion Conference Center
5532 Athens-Boonesboro Road

Lexington, KY 40509
I-75 Exit 104

859-263-5241

Ask for Bridge Rate of $99.99. Includes hot breakfast.

Newly renovated facility. Free WiFi. Handicap friendly.
All activities on first floor.

INFORMATION
Brad Beck

859-327-5314
BradleyBeck15@gmail.com

INFORMATION
Brad Beck

859-327-5314
BradleyBeck15@gmail.com

Note: On Friday or Saturday, players with 0–50 MPs can buy one 
game and get a second game for free (limit one per player per 
tournament)

Open Session Strats:  A 2500+  B 750–2500  C 0–750
299er Session Strats:  A 100–300  B 50–100  C  0–50

5 free games for top point winners in each strat: A, B, C, 299er
Complimentary lunch on Saturday. Free coffee daily.

Note: On Friday or Saturday, players with 0–50 MPs can buy one 
game and get a second game for free (limit one per player per 
tournament)

Open Session Strats:  A 2500+  B 750–2500  C 0–750
299er Session Strats:  A 100–300  B 50–100  C  0–50

5 free games for top point winners in each strat: A, B, C, 299er
Complimentary lunch on Saturday. Free coffee daily.
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Once again we have experienced the beauty of the fall season here 
in southern Indiana. Temperatures have been falling and the days 
have gotten shorter. The holidays are quickly approaching us and 
so is the New Year. I hope everyone has remembered to take a 
little time to think about the importance and the beauty of this 

holiday season. 
	 It’s that time of year when holiday parties abound as folks gather together 
to celebrate the season. Unit 193 Bridge Clubs are no exception. Members at 
each Club hosted a Christmas party that included good food and fellowship 
followed by a friendly game of bridge. Of course, no party is complete without 
decorations, so on the morning of December 5, the EDBC “elves” found the stored 
boxes of wreaths, Christmas decorations and beautiful trees to make the Club a 
festive gathering for the annual Christmas pot luck luncheon held on December 
17. One of the “elves,” Chris 
Williams, surprised us with 
her delicious homemade 
biscotti. Chris became 
acquainted with our Club 
through the Easybridge! 
program, and has recently 
joined ACBL. Chris, who 
has a winning smile and a 
lilting accent, is originally 
from France. Although she 
claims Evansville as her 
home, she spends the winter 
months in Florida. Having 
no immediate family in the 
area, playing bridge at EDBC 
is very important to her. She 
appreciates the friendliness 
and kindness of her fellow 
bridge partners. Her family 
in France is happy to know 
that Chris has found so many 
caring friends at EDBC.

Chris Williams serving her 
homemade biscotti ▶

◀ EDBC “elves” trimming the tree 

In addition to the holiday parties, EDBC 
celebrated other events as well. Susie Hill and 
Sheryl Alexander were quite the hit in their 
elaborate Halloween costumes as we celebrated 
our annual Halloween potluck.

Susie Hill & Sheryl Alexander at the
Halloween party ▼

Evansville

Sectional

July 21 - 23, 2017

Owensboro

Swiss Sectional

February 11 - 12, 2017

Owensboro

Sectional

SEP 29 - OCT 01, 2017

PRESIDENT
Billie Brown
812-491-3703

SECRETARY
Pat Probst

 812-909-3199

TREASURER
William Lea, Jr.

614-204-7989

E–CONTACT
William Lea, Jr.

614-204-7989

TOURNAMENTS
Lon Bell

812-626-7562

RECORDER
Dale Hill

270-827-8389

UNIT 193
DISTRICT 11

Pat Probst
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We also celebrated with our members who achieved the status of Gold Life 
Master (Billie Kathleen Brown & Bill Lea, Jr. on Sept. 24); Silver Life Master 
(Beverly Nikolajewski & Carol Druckamiller on October 13); and Life Master 
Jef Frranklin on Nov. 21. The honorees each received a $100 gift of their 
choosing from the Club as well as a beautifully decorated cake provided by the 
Club. Congratulations to these members who have worked tirelessly to achieve 
their ACBL ranking. 

Billie Kathleen Brown & Bill Lea, Jr. celebrating Gold Life Master ▼

Bev Nikolajewski & Carol Druckamiller celebrating Silver Life Master ▶

Jef Franklin celebrating Life Master with his family ▼

Rising in the Ranks at EDBC: 
New Junior Master – Janice King & Mary J. Russell; New 
Sectional Master – K.C.Jain, Ahmet PercInel, Kirk Ranta & 
Gayle Ward; New Regional Master – Bob Becker & Susan 
Parsons; Bronze Life Master – Phyllis Kincaid & Charles 
Manion

Tournament Winners:
Bernard Kay (EDBC) and Phelps Lambert (Henderson 
Club) traveled to Nashville to play in the October 20-23 
Sectional. They came home with a suitcase full of master 
points – 48.31 to be exact. These 48.31 master points gave 
them the distinction of being the overall total master point 
winners. Congratulations to both!

Several members of Unit 193 participated in the Louisville/
Lexington Regional held at Elizabeth, IN on November 
7-13. The top five master point winners from the Unit were 
Mike Olinger (Jasper Club) with 19.55 MP, Kitty Recker 
(Jasper Club) with 16.36MP, Terry Brown (Jasper Club) 
with 11.84 MP. Melba Patberg and Jane Perkins (EDBC) 
garnered 11.69 MP. 
	 Congratulations to all.

70% Games: 
Pete Lambert & Connie Gustafson		  09/12  70.37%
Stu Hoffherr & Bernie Kay			  09/15  71.32%
Phil Fassett & Bob Freeburn		  09/15  70.81%
LeRoy Breimeier & Jason Liao		  09/16  72.22%
Ginger Ramsden & Carey Morton		  11/03  74.38%
Phyllis Ward & Charlye Jo Griggs		  11/10  72.50%
Kirk Ranta & Jim Perkins			   11/22  70.50%
Jane Kempin & Betty Hahn		  11/23  70.83%
Gayle Jeffers & Chris Williams		  11/29  70.83%

ACBL CHARITY COMMITTEE MEMBER:
In addition to recently celebrating his Gold Life Master, Bill Lea has been 
selected to be an honorary member of the 2016 ACBL Charity Foundation 
Committee. Bill was nominated by his bridge partner, Kathleen Billie Brown. 
Bill was chosen for his long-standing involvement with the Special Olympics 
of Vanderburgh County. He has given much of his time and talent to this 
organization, and is currently serving as its treasurer. Congratulations, Bill, for 
this well- deserved honor. 

NEW BOARD MEMBERS AT EDBC:
Beginning January 1, 2017, the EDBC Board will have a new slate of officers. 
The newly elected Board members are: President – Patti Lodato; Vice President – 
Neal Franklin; Secretary – Bev Nikolajejwski; Treasurer – Bill Wittgen. Members 
at Large are: Facilities – Betsy Becker; Bridge Operations – Dale Hill; Goodwill – 
Phyllis Kincaid; Education – Jan Tucker; Hospitality – Janice Wheeler. We wish 
the Board a very successful and productive year. 

THE BRA BRIGADE:
On a cold, blustery evening in 2008, forty silent men and women, all EDBC 
players, pondered their next move. In the midst of the silence a soft whisper was 
heard from one of the tables occupied by four women.
	 “Ladies”, Phyllis whispered, “I just heard from Mary Lou Sonntag, a 
retired school librarian, that the Evansville Vanderburgh School Corporation’s 
clothing bank is in desperate need of bras. It seems that many of the girls have 
only one bra. Some of them wash it out each night, but can never get it dry by 
morning. They are attending school in wet bras. By the end of the evening, 
every woman at the game knew about the problem and the BRA BRIGADE was 
born.
	 Soon small plastic sacks containing clean, lightly used bras began to appear 
at the Club. To help the cause, Jan Tucker, one of our duplicate players, e-mailed 
hundreds of her friends. Her outreach produced garbage bags filled with pink, 
red, white, beige, black and leopard bras. The bras were then transported to 
Mary Lou by Phyllis and her husband Bob. Mary Lou then counted the bras and 
delivered them to the clothing bank.
	 This October, 2016, a note arrived from Mary Lou stating that our Club 
has donated over 4,000 bras. Bravo to Phyllis! Because of her simple whisper, 
the EVSC clothing bank has been able to meet all of its requests for bras. You 
never know what can happen at the bridge table!

UNIT 193 BOARD MEETING:
The Unit 193 Board of Directors meeting convened on December 3. Prior to 
the meeting, the members enjoyed a luncheon featuring LeRoy Breimeier’s 
delicious deep-fried turkey. President Billie Kathleen Brown called the meeting 
to order. She reported that Vicki Helms has resigned as Secretary. Pat Probst was 
voted to replace Vicki as Secretary for the year 2017. In addition to the general 
business, President Brown informed the group that Beth Reid is finishing her 
three terms as District 11 Director. A.J. Stephens of Cincinnati will become the 
new District 11 Director. Also, President Brown was one of three to serve on a 
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nominating committee for new District 11 officers. By acclimation, Terrell Holt 
will be President; Cheryl Schneider, Vice President; Maribeth Ransel, Secretary; 
and Potter Orr, Treasurer. Cheryl Schneider will also chair the spring NABC 
in Columbus in 2020. President Brown was excited to once again relate that 
beginning in 2018, Unit 193 will be having split Regionals every two years. In 
September 2018, Unit 193 will have a split Regional with Dayton/Columbus 
and in 2020 there will be a split Regional with Cincinnati. Acquiring these split 
Regionals is due to the persistent work of President Brown. 

HENDERSON DUPLICATE BRIDGE NEWS:
The Henderson Club is happy to announce a new Silver Life Master – Karen 
Nunn. Her achievement was recognized at a party given in her honor on 
November 2. Karen is not only a passionate and enthusiastic bridge player, but 
also a compassionate and caring lady to her many friends. This was evident 
in the many kind stories told by her fellow bridge partners. Congratulations, 
Karen.
	 Karen has also been involved in bringing more people to the bridge table. 
She and Dale Hill presented beginning bridge classes in Henderson last spring. 
When the classes ended, Karen continued meeting with the interested students 
on Tuesday morning, coaching and challenging them with pre-dealt hands. 
Four of the students are now venturing over to Evansville to play in the 0-200 
game on Tuesday afternoons. It is the dedication of people like Dale and Karen 
who are growing the game of bridge at our Clubs. We owe them our thanks!
	 Henderson Duplicate Club celebrated Christmas with a party on 
Wednesday evening, December 14. Players were treated to tasty finger food and 
desserts provided by the Club. A good time was had by all.

JASPER DUPLICATE BRIDGE NEWS:
New players are being recruited through the volunteer efforts of Cindy 
Kluemper, Mary Ann Seng, Terry Brown and Richard Smith. They are teaching 
beginning and intermediate bridge lessons at the Habig Center on Monday 
mornings. There is no charge for these classes. Cindy has also opened her home 
on Wednesday evenings to teach beginning bridge lessons. Because of their 
efforts, bridge is alive and growing in Jasper!

MADISONVILLE DUPLICATE BRIDGE NEWS:
Although small in number of players, the Madisonville Bridge Club hosts 
two games per week. A game on Thursday night is held at The Towers. The 
members are given a special treat for their Tuesday afternoon game. The game 
is held in the beautiful home of the president (and director), Richard Sarles. 
Players can play in the comfort of the Richard’s home, which was beautifully 
decorated for the Christmas season. Richard’s wife appreciates the group, also, 
as Richard makes sure their home receives a weekly cleaning for the bridge 
guests. Everyone seems to be winning at this game!

OWENSBORO DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB: 
2016 Fall Sectional: Owensboro hosted its annual Fall Sectional Tournament 
October 7-9 at the Owensboro Convention Center with 150 tables, slightly above 
the 2015 number. One of the other major goals reached at this tournament was 
that of Life Master for Louisville’s Chris Yarbrough. 

“Celebrating with Chris Yarbrough, who had just reached Life Master Status 
in ODBC’s Swiss Team Tournament event, are Chris, center; Judy Geralds, 
lower left; Barbara McDermott, upper left; and Bob Lehmann.” ▶

First Place winners in all events are as follows:
Fri. Aft Open – A/B/C: Jeff and Donna Chapman. 199er Pairs: Linda Hayden 
– Fred Kent
Fri. Eve Open -A. William Lea, Jr.-Billie Brown. B/C – Jeff and Donna Chapman
 199er Pairs – Mayme Moran – Sue Peck
Sat. Morn Open -A. Donald Florida – Annette Clark. B. Elizabeth Becker – 
Willie Alley. C. Jeff and Donna 
 Chapman. 199er Pairs – Ellen and Lloyd Lockamy
Sat. Aft Open – A. John Fullenwider – Bernice Cornett. B/C. Sheryl Alexander 
– Nancy Erwin
 199er Pairs -Richard Smith – Ruth Ann Guthery
Sun. Swiss – A. Phelps Lampert, Bernard Kay, Chris Panagopoulus, Dot Blue. 
B. Jeff and Donna Chapman, 
 Jonathan Young, Lloyd Russell. C. David and Nancy Smithfield, Connie Booth 
– Bill Booth
Overall Total Master Point Winners: 1st – John Fullenwider, 23.37; 2nd – 
Bernice Cornette, 22.57;
3rd – Jeff and Donna Chapman, 20.14

ODBC BOARD NEWS:
The Annual Membership meeting was held November 14. Three new directors 
were elected for two- year terms as follows: Charlotte Moore, Jerry Holtzman, 
and Linda Edds. They will join second year directors Mike Heflin and Julia 
Mesplay on January 2 at the first 2017 meeting when they in turn will elect 
officers for the coming year.
	 The Board has also announced that the 6th annual EasyBridge! program of 
15 lessons will begin January 9 from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. on each Monday, and that 
winter mentoring sessions will be held twice a month on Saturdays from 10:00 
a.m. to noon, January 21 through April 23.

WINTER SECTIONAL;
The first 193 Unit Sectional for 2017 will be ODBC’s Sweetheart Swiss 
Tournament Saturday and Sunday, February 11-12. Details are posted at local 
clubs, on the ACBL tournament website, on the club’s website: www.freewebs.

com/okdbc/ and in the Midwest Monitor. Please join Owensboro players for 
lots of silver and hopefully not too much snow. 

VINCENNES DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
 Anyone up for relaxing with a Sunday afternoon of bridge? If so, head to 
Vincennes as they have recently begun hosting a Sunday afternoon game 
beginning at 1:30 Eastern time. This game replaces the Wednesday game. The 
game will resume on January 1. The address is 209 Main. They would be so 
happy to see you! Everyone had a good time at the club’s December 4 Christmas 
party.

Thanks to the Unit 193 volunteers who contributed information: Doris Mills, 
Susie & Dale Hill, LeRoy Breimeier. Cynthia Kluemper and to Patti Lodato – 
proofreader.

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM YOUR UNIT 193 BRIDGE CLUBS!   ♣
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Sweetheart Swiss Sectional
February 11 & 12, 2017

Riverfront Convention Center
501 West 2nd Street • Owensboro, KY 42301

TOURNAMENT CHAIR

Doris Mills: 270.929.6835
(ownesboro3600@yahoo.com)

PARTNERSHIP

Vicki Helms: 270.316.7444
(vickibhelms@gmail.com)

Sweetheart Swiss Sectional - February 11 & 12, 2017

TOURNAMENT 
CHAIRPERSON 

 

Doris Mills 
(270) 929-6835 

 
Owensboro3600@yahoo.com  

Entry Fees:   
$12.00 Per Session 

 

Saturday, Feb. 11th Swiss Teams – 2 Sessions . .  $96.00 
Sunday, Feb 12th Swiss Teams – 2 Sessions  . . .  $96.00 

                                                                                                                                              
(Note: $3.00 Additional Per Session for Non or Unpaid ACBL Members) 

VISIT OUR WEBPAGE:  www.freewebs.com/okdbc/ 
 

 

SWEETHEART SWISS TOURNAMENT 
OWENSBORO SWEETHEART SWISS TEACH SECTIONAL S172016 

FEBRUARY 11 AND 12, 2017 
 

 
 EVENTS 

CST 
Saturday, February 11, 2017 

Swiss Teams ………………………  10:30 A.M. 

(Playthrough:  Lunch available on site) 

Sunday, February 12, 2017 

Swiss Teams ………………………  10:30 A.M. 

(Playthrough:  Lunch available on site) 

All Sessions Stratified* 

C …………………………………………....... 0-500 

B …………………………………………..500-2000 

A ………………………………………..….... 2000+ 

* Team Average 
Victory Points: 20 Point Scale 

 

Bracketed from bottom up 
Depending on attendance 

 

 

Partnership 
Chairperson 

 

Vicki Helms 
(270) 316-7444 

vickibhelms@gmail.com 

AT OWENSBORO’S 
RIVERFRONT 

CONVENTION CENTER 
501 W. Second Street 

Owensboro, KY 42301 
Overlooking the scenic Ohio River 

in revitalized downtown  
Owensboro 

 No Parking Fees 
 Nearby Shops & Restaurants 
 Riverside Promenade 

Host Hotel 
Hampton Inn & Suites  

401 W. 2nd St., Owensboro KY; 
Call: 270-685-2005 by 1/10/17 

$119.00 – Ask for “Bridge Rate” 
Microwave & Refrigerator,  

Hot Breakfast 
 

OTHER HOTELS 
 

Comfort Suites 270-926-7675 

Fairfield Inn 270-688-8887 

Holiday Inn Riverfront  270-683-1111 

Marriott Courtyard 866-539-0036 

Sleep Inn 270-691-6200 

 

Page
30

D11
SITE

ACBL
SITE

mailto:ownesboro3600%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:vickibhelms%40gmail.com?subject=
http://tournaments.acbl.org/schedule.php?tourid=31367
http://www.district11bridge.com
http://www.acbl.org


♣  ♣ ♣ ♣ ♣ ♣ ♣ ♣D11 117 122 124 130 136 164 193 227

UNIT 227
WEST VIRGINIA

PRESIDENT
William Sentman

304-757-9233

SECRETARY
Ellen Olson

304-342-6472

TREASURER
James Olson
304-342-6472

E–CONTACT
James Olson
304-342-6472

TOURNAMENTS
William Sentman

304-757-9233

RECORDER
Lynn Cundy

304-342-3876
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