
 

 

Subject Matter of 

Motion  

 

Smart Phone Apps to Attract New Members   

Management Action Request   

Statement of Issue  

 

Current connectivity requires extensive navigation to find clubs and teachers nearby 

me.  Even then, I do not know what they offer me as a new player.  Having a 

smartphone app that can receive updates, provide contact information to a central 

membership management system, and connect me with other peers interested in 

bridge will create the social reinforcement in a media young professionals and 

retirees both appreciate.     

 

The motion: 

 

That the ACBL cause an ACBL smartphone application to be developed that 

provides the user: 

1) Locations nearby where a bridge game is held today 

2) Locations nearby where a beginners bridge class is held and when 

3) Locations nearby for a sectional or Regional Tournament, and the partnership 

desk e-mail. 

4) Driving/Walking directions (Google Maps style) to my chosen destination 

5) Friending people who are in my area and looking to learn how to play bridge.   

In return, the user provides contact information and stage of their bridge career. The 

ACBL may choose to hold an open competition among app providers to choose the 

best service.   

 

Management Action Request     

 

Material impacts  Cost of app development TBD. $50K is a starting target.  This builds off the 

Customer Relationship Management system base and must be compatible with data 

managed by that source.   

 

Reasons why the 

Board of 

Governors should 

adopt the motion  

 

 

This might be our most powerful recruiting tool.  Digital copies are no where as 

compelling as physical copies, especially for the 50-85 Yr old target audience.   

 

Sharing old copies has its limits and speaks to an organization too frugal to care 

enough about attracting new members.   

Risk if the motion 

is not approved 

 

Lost engagement with new prospects.   

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Steve Moese K082411  

D11 2nd Alternate to the Board of Directors 

Board of Governors 


